








LIBRARY 
jan 1-5 1973 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding trom 
University of Toronto 


https://archive.org/details/31/761114707789 


WY 


G 
over men, 


| Wlicag tions 


SUDBURY: 


City or Community? 


Saturday, June 5, 1971 
Sudbury High School 


Community Development Branch 
Community Services Division 


Ministry of Community and Social Services 


HONOURABLE RENE BRUNELLE M. BorczAk 
Minister Deputy Minister 


5 June 1971 


SUDBURY: CITY OR COMMUNITY 


This report is a summary of events, discussions and recommendations of the 
Sudbury Community Awareness Conference. Detailed information, i.e. complete 
workshop reports, transcripts of taped plenary sessions and lists of workshop 
participants are on file at the Government of Ontario Community Development 
Branch, Hearst Block, 900 Bay Street, Toronto 182 and the School of Social 
Work, Laurentian University. 
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PROGRAM 


REGISTRATION 


WELCOME TO THE CONFERENCE 


His Honour Judge Guy Goulard, 
Conference Chairman. 


OPENING REMARKS 


The Honourable John Yaremko, 
Provincial Secretary and Minister of Citizenship, 
Government of Ontario. 


CIVIC GREETINGS 


His Worship J. J. Fabbro, 
Mayor of Sudbury. 


PROGRAM GUIDELINES 


A Videotape Recording Presentation 
“Sudbury: City or Community?” 
Comments 


“ASK YOUR ELECTED REPRESENTATIVE” 
Panel Chairman: Judge Guy Goulard 


LUNCHEON (Complimentary ) 


WORKSHOPS 


Indian Cultural Rights 

Single Parents and Welfare Rights 
Public Services 

Apathy: Ways of Effecting Change 
Housing and Tenants’ Problems 
Youth 

Communications 

Pollution 


DO SIEGE ee ee 


PLENARY SESSION 


Reports, discussions, recommendations 


CLOSING REMARKS 


CONFERENCE PLANNING 


Early in 1971 citizens of Sudbury and the sur- 
rounding area met on several occasions with Toronto 
representatives from the Ontario Department of the 
Provincial Secretary and Citizenship, and the Sud- 
bury field representative of the federal Department 
of the Secretary of State, to explore the need for, 
and possible goals of, a community forum. 


The initial group of interested citizens included 
individuals from all walks of life, contributing com- 
munity experience from the fields of labour, manage- 
ment, education, religion, welfare, culture, recrea- 
tion and human relations. 


From this cross-section of Sudbury and the sur- 
rounding communities emerged a co-ordinating com- 
mittee responsible for preparing the Sudbury com- 
munity awareness conference, held on June 5, 1971. 


The committee’s initial task was to research 
community support for the conference. This was 
conducted with the aid of a videotape recording 
crew and surveys. When it became evident that the 
citizens of this area were prepared to meet and dis- 
cuss their needs with the three levels of government, 
the committee decided to go ahead with the con- 
ference planning. 


Planning Committee 


The conference planning committee, established 
in March 1971, included: 


Co-ordinating Chairmen: 
R. P. Albert Regimbal, S.J. 
Dick Neufeld 
Miss Linda Kuran (assistant) 


Community Groups List Resource Personnel: 
Mrs. Doreen Boucher 


Communications Resource Personnel: 


Lucien Mageau 
Mrs. Edna Smith 
P. Viswanathan 


Finance Committee: 


Dr. James Chacko 
Robert J. Chartrand 


Publicity Committee: 


John Kirby 
VTR Production Unit: 
G. Gauvreau 
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Ernie Taylor 

Miss Rita Beauchamp 
Miss Judy Burns 

Miss Suzanne Geoffrion 
Mrs. Laura Townsend 
M. Dudowich 

Henry Grant 

Kevin Hanson 

Kevin Mulligan 

Steve Reid 

John Lindsay 


Consultants: 


Skip Hambling, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Szalowski, 
Community Development Branch, 
Ontario Department of the Provincial Secretary 
and Citizenship. 
K. C. Alexander, 
Department of the Secretary of State. 
Ken Scully, 
Thomas Pickard, 
James Kozlich, 
Northern Affairs Branch, 
Ontario Department of Mines 
and Northern Affairs. 


Special Acknowledgments 


Editorial Committee: 


Dr. James Chacko 
John Kirby 
Albert Regimbal, S.J. 


Special Assistance: 
Ken Fyall 
Norman Greene 
M. Michel Legault 
Miss Micheline Neville 
Mrs. Stella Kinoshameg 
Donald Obonsawin 
Leo Ducet 
Mrs. Margaret Turnbull 
Mrs. Leda Ovens 
Gerry Corby 
Walter Halchuk 
Sudbury Business College 
Ontario Educational 

Communication Authority 

Laurentian University 
Cambrian College 
Sudbury High School 
Sudbury Board of Education 
Sudbury Star 


Simultaneous Translation: 
Department of the Secretary of State 


Communications Committee 


Responsibilities of this committee included re- 
cording and distribution of minutes for the co- 
ordinating and task force committee meetings, calling 
of meetings, distribution of conference announce- 
ments and registration forms, staffing the telephone 
inquiry service, production of final detailed programs 
and lists for the conference kit and staffing of the 
conference registration desk. 


Considerable assistance was given by the students 
and staff of the Sudbury Business College, as well as 
members of the Ontario Self-Help Association and 
the Sudbury Local Council of Women. 


Community Groups List Committee 


This group collected lists of various organiza- 
tions — public, private, social, church, ethnic and 
citizen groups — and arranged for distribution of 
conference material through these groups. 


Finance Committee 


This group prepared and checked a conference 
budget, administered a petty cash grant for several 
local expenditures and arranged for the conference 
lunch. 


Publicity Committee 


Press conferences, radio programs and a variety 
of free publicity were arranged by this committee. 
The local press, radio and TV assisted greatly with 
advance coverage, especially during the two weeks 
immediately preceding the conference. 


Resource Personnel Committee 


This committee recruited over 50 persons willing 
to serve as resource personnel. 


VTR Production Unit 


Volunteers on this team worked long hours inter- 
viewing and filming the Sudbury community. The 
resulting half-hour documentary was based on eight 
hours of tapes recording a variety of issues and 
sittuations. 


Assistance was provided by: the Ontario Educa- 
tional Communication Authority, who supplied the 
portable videotaping equipment; Laurentian Uni- 
versity, Cambrian College and Sudbury High School, 


who provided studio facilities, staff and monitor sets; 
and the Sudbury Star, which assisted with staff and 
transportation. 


Both final version and original tapes are avail- 
able on request from the Department of Social Work, 
Laurentian University and the Community Develop- 
ment Branch, Hearst Block, 900 Bay Street, Toronto 
182. (Original tapes until January 1, 1972). 


Babysittting Services 


Members of the Communications and Community 
Groups List committees undertook to secure the 
space and recruit babysitters. This free service was 
made available to conference registrants at St. Louis 
de Gonzague School, Mackenzie Street, Sudbury. 


Conference Announcements 


Ten thousand printed announcements were dis- 
tributed in the Sudbury community at the begin- 
ning of May. In addition, handbills were distributed 
in major shopping and employment areas during the 
week preceding the conference. 


Registration Forms 


Those interested in attending could register either 
by phone or by sending in a form. This was indi- 
cated on the conference announcements. It was felt 
that this method ensured a good cross-section of 
participants, rather than using the traditional method 
of sending forms to individuals or groups. 


Participants 
Three hundred and fifty people attended the con- 


ference. A list of registrants is on file at the School 
of Social Work, Laurentian University. 


Simultaneous Translation 


This service was provided in French and English 
at the plenary sessions. 


Conference Film 


The Sudbury conference was the first such con- 
ference to be filmed by the Ontario Educational 
Communication Authority. The day-long film has 
been summarized into a 30-minute documentary and 
shown on ETV and commercial stations across 
Ontario. It is available on request from the Com- 
munity Development Branch, Hearst Block, 900 Bay 
Street, Toronto 182. 


CONFERENCE EVENTS 
Morning Session 


The Honourable John Yaremko, Provincial Sec- 
retary and Minister of Citizenship, officially opened 
the conference. A copy of his remarks is contained 
in Appendix A. 


His Worship Mayor J. J. Fabbro, of Sudbury, 
brought greetings to conference participants, com- 
mending them for their demonstrated concern in 
making Sudbury a better place in which to live and 
work. 


Following this, a videotape recording presenta- 
tion “Sudbury: City or Community?” was shown to 
participants, inspiring the following comments and 
viewpoints: 


“In 1958, Mayor Fabbro told us that in 10 years 
this city would have a throughway which would take 
care of the massive traffic at the time. Today, I 
hope to discover just what did happen to that thor- 
oughfare or to the bypass planned in or around 
the centre of the city. This idea was fought unoffi- 
cially by such groups as the Sudbury Merchants’ 
Association and the Chamber of Commerce. Let’s 
see what we can do with this question this after- 
noon.” 


ASK YOUR ELECTED 


At 12 noon, conference participants reassembled 
in the auditorium for a general plenary session. 
Elected representatives of federal, provincial and 
municipal governments, as well as representatives of 
school boards, were invited to form a question and 
answer panel. 

Judge Guy Goulard chaired the session which 
was open to questions and comments from the 
audience. 


Panel members included: 


Federal: 
Jim Jerome, M.P., Sudbury 


Provincial: 
Elie Martel, M.P.P., Sudbury East 
Gaston Demers, M.P.P. Nickel Belt 


Municipal: 
Mayor J. J. Fabbro 
Alderman Maurice Lamoureaux 


School Boards: 
Dr. Benoit Lavoie, Sudbury Board of 
Education 


“T would like to comment on one thing that was 
not mentioned in the VTR, i.e. community involve- 
ment in leisure time. It’s all right for teenagers to 
talk about the need for drop-in centres for them- 
selves, but I think we need drop-in centres for adults 
outside working hours. Sudbury needs such a build- 
ing in the centre of the city.” 


“On several occasions reference was made to self- 
help through some form of pressure group action. 
While we are prone to blame some problems on the 
system, I sometimes think they are created primarily 
by individuals collectively. And perhaps the solution 
to these problems might also lie in individual col- 
lective action.” 


“It is my understanding that there was some 
videotaping done regarding recreation for the over- 
21-year-old residents. I am disappointed that this 
was not included in the final version of the VTR. 
We have this problem, and we are trying to do 
something about it. We are having a hard time, and 
I thought the film might have helped in bringing it 
to light, as some people may not be aware of it.” 


REPRESENTATIVE 


Question: 


What is the city doing about promoting bi- 
lingualism? 


Answer: 


There is no question about the need. It’s not 
only a need; it’s a recognition of the Canadian 
Bill of Rights, and it will have to be faced 
squarely. At present, we at City Hall are trying 
to have bilingualism in as many departments 
as possible. 


Question: 
It is my feeling that everybody has a right to 
housing, to food, to a proper chance to be able 
to bring up their children. Is this now the 
official policy of the Department of Social and 
Family Services? 


Answer: 
I can only agree with your statement of basic 
rights. We all accept this. On the other hand, 
John Q. Citizen has a certain obligation, just 
as government has certain obligations. To a 
large degree, I think the government subscribes 
to what you yourself have said. 


Question: 


When will the people in charge of housing get 
away from their desks to protect tenants’ rights 
instead of the owners’ rights? I am paying $145 
a month for an apartment that is worth $10, 
and I need help! 


Answer: 


Rent control is like tax reform . . . everybody 
wants it and then when it doesn’t do all it’s 
supposed to do, people are not happy about 
it. The truth is that in a free enterprise system 
the only real way to attack the problem of rents 
is to increase the supply of housing. Public 
housing won’t fill the demand, and in Sudbury 
for the past several years the vacancy rate has 
been virtually nil. The landlord has it all his 
own way. 

The minister responsible for housing, the 
Honourable Robert Andras, has recently made 
it clear that the entire resources of the federal 
government in the housing field must, at 
present, be devoted to housing low-income 
people; either through a public housing scheme 
or, if it’s going to be a private scheme, under 
the limited dividend provisions of the National 
Housing Act. This means the builder must 
submit to scrutiny of his profit. There is simply 
no direct federal money for private developers. 
Now, if private developers can get private 
money, they can still get Central Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation guarantees, which is the 
way it should be; but for public development, 
or anything where federal dollars are used, 
there is an absolute requirement that housing 
must be designed for low-income families. 
Recently, it was announced that in Sudbury’s 
next federal government housing project, pro- 
posals will be examined and voted on by a jury. 
Some members of that jury will be Sudbury 
residents in the income bracket for which the 
housing is intended. I think that’s a very good 
step. 


Question: 


I believe that this kind of conference is non- 
sense. It’s all very beautiful when the federal 
and provincial governments pitch in $5,000 to 
$10,000 for a conference, but I would like to 
ask the people who organized this conference 
one detail. This is supposed to be an action 
conference which will cause a great movement. 
Yet the program allows for only a half-hour 
for action from each workshop. What kind of 
action do you think you will get? 


Answer: 


As general chairman I agree fully with you — 
that is if a conference ends at 5 p.m. and 
everybody then goes home just to sleep. If you 
are not satisfied with what has happened before, 
now’s the time to change it and I’m happy you 
have spoken your mind. 

The action period of today’s meeting has been 
planned in the hope that this afternoon com- 
mittees will be formed. I hope you will form 
your own committee to fight what you are 
fighting for now so that, if we ever meet again, 
we won't have just the professionals and 
agencies and a few interested persons. We hope 
this afternoon to form committees which will 
get out of here and change the city. 


Question: 


Is this a true action, or is it to win votes for 
the next election? 


Answer: 


It is not an election tactic, I can assure you. 
The conference has been set up by the Depart- 
ment of the Provincial Secretary and Citizen- 
ship, but the politicians have nothing to do 
with it. 


Question: 


Have we not had the same problems for 
40 years for which nothing has been done 
except promises and meetings? 


Answer: 


If you want to go back 40 years — you weren’t 
born and neither was I.! So, don’t blame me 
for what happened 40 years ago. We are here 
to solve problems, and I can assure you there’s 
no political motive. 


Question: 


How would one obtain the support of the 
communication media (which is predominantly 
English) for the French youth organization? 


Answer: 


I think you don’t seem to care enough to go 
out and ask the Sudbury Star, CKSO, CHNO 
and CFBR to give you news space. You sit 
back and wait for them to come to you. You’ve 
got to make the approaches. 


Questions: 


I’m speaking about those in charge of the 
mass media here. How can we get to them? 
Do we have to be English-speaking or have a 
particular denomination? I often approach the 
TV station and newspapers. For example, I 
was promised publicity for a national week 
for young workers, but nothing materialized. 


Answer: 


It appears unanimous that the lines of com- 
munication in our society are practically nil. 
You have an instrument related to youth in 
Sports Central, which is composed of all the 
municipalities within the new region of Sudbury. 
You have some highly trained, professional 
people within that organization who are more 
than anxious to assist the youth of our area. The 
organization is there — it’s up to you to use it. 
Another line of deficient communication is 
that among the three levels of government. A 
proposal to create an Information Sudbury has 
been rejected by City Council. The need is 
’ proven; a survey of all City Hall departments 
shows there were over 700,000 enquiries made 
in one year. 

I’m not interested in creating more bureau- 
cracy, but in developing a system which will 
best serve the needs of the people. This can 
be done only through your ability to hold 
dialogue with us. We will give you the tools 
you require, providing you can prove that you 
will use them properly. When you relay that 
to us at City Hall, we will in turn solicit the 
two senior levels of government for funds which 
will set this up as a truly refined system of 
communication. 


Question: 


I own a nursery school in Sudbury, and there 
has been a great deal of discussion in this city 
about a daycare centre for the needy. What 
are the chances of having daycare facilities in 
the next low-rental housing development? 


Answer: 


A pilot project prepared by Rev. Dr. Charles 
Forsyth of St. Andrew’s United Church is 
before the CMHC. It proposes that the church 
property be constructed into a building which 
will not be a simple temple of worship, but 
will also include a senior citizens’ residence, 
a serving wing that will house the YWCA, 
a service centre for the aged group and daycare 


centre facilities. This would be a first, not only 
for Sudbury but for all of Canada, and the 
federal government is most anxious to support 
it. 


Question: 


When are you anticipating building your next 
low-income housing development? 


Answer: 


As a matter of fact, we have one underway. 
We cannot put nursery schools in the new 
development now — they are under OHC — 
but the city has found two downtown locations 
and the proposal is going to City Council. You 
can expect action within a very few weeks. 


Question: 


I would like to ask why City Council threw 
the transportation problem back into the lap 
of the taxpayers through the vote coming up 
in December. This council was elected to look 
after Sudbury’s affairs, including the trans- 
portation system. A vote in December could 
mean another year before we get transportation; 
in the meantime we could end up with no 
bus system. 


Answer: 


The Ontario Association of Mayors and Reeves 
has gone on record as unanimously supporting 
an amendment to the legislation, whereby plebi- 
scites for public transit would be eliminated. 
If anyone is at fault for City Council turning 
down the transit system the other night, it is 
you people and your apathy. You failed to 
direct council members to vote in favour of 
the bus system. 


Question: 


Where is the next medical school going to be? 
Will it be in Sudbury or in some part of 
Southern Ontario? 


Answer: 


During the estimates of the Department of 
University Affairs three needs were pinpointed 
in Northern Ontario. The first was a full 
graduate course in engineering. Second was the 
need for the Ontario College of Education 
Teachers College Centre with a bilingual setting. 
The third item was the need for a Faculty of 
Medicine at Laurentian University. 


Question: 


I would like to ask the three levels of govern- 
ment whether any serious thought is being given 
to the redistribution of taxes, so that from now 
on the municipalities — the level at which the 
real problems reside —will be the greater 
beneficiaries of the taxes we now pay? 


Answer: 


A formula requesting massive grants, instead 
of the fragmented type, was presented to the 
Government of Ontario last December. That 
a partnership must exist was acknowledged for 
the first time. Meetings have been held between 
the provincial government, leaders of the muni- 
cipalities and the federal government. I hope 
that, from now on, policies will be determined 
at such meetings. 


Question: 


Some fantastic things are happening in Sudbury. 
How can people find out what is going on and 
help town council push good projects, such as 
transportation? 


Answer: 


I believe people don’t recognize the tremendous 
force they can wield. If they would maintain 
groups such as this one today, they could act 
as a power group to influence members of 
council. Council will only react to what the 
majority of the general public wants, but you 
must tell them. 


Question: 


A group has been looking for building lots. 
They cannot be obtained for less than $4,000 
or $5,000 each. How can we make land avail- 
able for low-cost housing construction? 


Answer: 


In the past two weeks I have written to the 
Ontario Water Resources Commission, the 
Department of Municipal Affairs, the Ontario 
Housing Corporation, Valley East, and asked 
that meeting be convened with all parties con- 
cerned so we can find out just what’s going on. 
As you know, Valley East has an official plan, 
but the figures of the OWRC, OHC and Depart- 
ment of Municipal Affairs simply don’t jibe 
at this time. What I am trying to do is bring 
it to a head through a meeting, so we can 
know specifically what areas are available 
within the official plan for such a project. 


Question: 


What could the citizens do to help you in that 
respect? 


Answer: 


They could write all parties concerned. Valley 
East is interested. I think what we must do 
today is raise proper hell; because I am not 
going to any more meetings with OHC and 
OWRC or the two ministers responsible. I’ve 
had it up to my ears! I don’t think they realize 
the urgency of the housing crisis in the District 
of Sudbury. 

For example, two weeks ago, the minister 
responsible for OHC told me they had acquired 
some land in the Town of Chelmsford for the 
purpose of developing a Home Ownership 
Made Easy program at the fantastic cost of 
$700,000. This land is on the wrong side of 
the CPR tracks in an area zoned industrial. It 
is adjacent to an old foundry that’s been sitting 
there for the past 20 years, as well as a huge 
oil storage tank. There is absolutely no access 
to the Town of Chelmsford. They are not 
listening to us at all. You and I know where 
they should acquire land in the Valley, and 
they are not doing it. 


Chairman’s Remarks 


This morning reminded me of the elephant story. 
Three students — an American, a Frenchman and 
a good Canadian — were asked to write an essay 
on elephants. The American wrote on bigger and 
stronger elephants; the Frenchman wrote on the sex 
life of elephants, and the good Canadian did not 
know what to do. . . so he wrote on elephants — 
a provincial, federal or municipal responsibility? 
Some announcements and briefs: 


a) If anyone wants to prepare petitions, letters or 
any demands to government, they could be sent 
to Jacques Cartier, 283 Elm Street East. He will 
see they get to the appropriate place. 


b) Those who would like to support the medical 
school for Sudbury are asked to call the Minister 
of Health and Minister of College and Unive- 
sities, c/o Parliament Buildings, Queen’s Park, 
Toronto. 


c) Ethnic groups in Sudbury have formed a com- 
mittee to deal with a problem that arose in 1968 
when they were denied ethnic programs on radio. 
As we cannot get response from the federal 
government, I am asking our provincial repre- 
sentatives to take that power away from federal 
government. We are discriminated against and 
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need your help because we have no steward in 
the federal government. 


Platform Comment: 

This is about the tenth time I have heard the 
“no steward in Ottawa” speech. I’d like to invite 
anybody to check my performance in the fields of 
radio and television. I have just finished distributing 
to 25,000 households my recent speech in the House 


of Commons on this subject. I feel that the only 
way you can break up existing communication prob- 
lems is to introduce into our professional communi- 
cation media here an element of competition. I think 
a second television channel will begin operating in 
about six months. I have now to follow that up with 
a cable system and then a French-language television 
station, which would be local rather than a network 
setup. When I’ve done that, then I will quit. 


AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS 


Conference participants met for two hours in 
the following workships of their choice: 


Indian Cultural Rights 

Single Parents and Welfare Rights 
Public Services 

Apathy 

Housing and Tenants 

Youth 

Communications 

Pollution 


Each workshop brought forward their recom- 
mendations or brief reports, summarized as follows: 


Indian Cultural Rights Workshop 


The purpose of this workshop was to enlist 
support from community organizations and agencies 
for the Indian Cultural Centre, proposed as an 
experimental Opportunities for Youth summer pro- 
feCe. 

This project would attempt: 


a) To provide social and cultural nourishment 
for Indian youth; 

b) To conduct a study of needs and resources 
which would give Indian people a sense of 
belonging and of greater participation in the 
community; 

c) To provide a summer interest program of 
introductory courses in Indian languages, 
beading, chanting, handicraft, history and 
dancing; 

d) To extend work carried out on the Naughton 
Indian Reserve, e.g., learning to survive in 
the woods, collecting Indian folk stories, 
swimming instruction, and supervision of 
beach activities; 

e) To organize summer activities for Indians 
and non-Indians, such as hiking, sports and 
games on the Naughton Indian Reserve, and 
social and dancing activities at the proposed 
centre; 
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f) To create job opportunities for Indian youth 
who intend to continue their education in 
community colleges and universities. 

This summer experiment would attempt to dis- 
cover whether there is a need in Sudbury to have 
an Indian Friendship or Cultural Centre on a con- 
tinuing basis. 

Any interested party can contact Mrs. Stella 
Kinoshameg, Indian Affairs Branch, Federal Bldg., 
Sudbury (566-5212). 


Single Parent and Welfare Rights Workshop 


Two proposals were brought forward: 

a) That the group put all its energy into achiev- 
ing a prescription drug plan for recipients of 
provincial family benefits; 

b) That the group recommend additional Salva- 
tion Army or other facilities for single men. 

Any interested party can contact Doreen Boucher, 
Sudbury Self-Help Association (566-6886). 


Public Services Workshop 


This workshop dealt with four topics — family 
affairs, credit counselling, transportation and recrea- 
tion. Specific action was suggested as follows: 

a) That the conference recommend the provi- 
sion of pre-school and recreation facilities 
as part of housing projects; 

b) That schools be opened after hours for 
community use, with the users paying for 
extra costs; 

c) That credit counselling be taught in schools 
and the community, and that government 
check into finance company advertising; 

d) That marriage counselling services be estab- 
lished in Sudbury; 

e) That municipal financing be made available 
to voluntary groups, such as Telecare and 
Family Counselling Services. 


The group was concerned about lack of side- 
walks. It felt that as soon as a more equitable distri- 


bution of tax revenues was achieved sidewalk con- 
struction should be given top priority. Concern was 
expressed over the lack of recreation facilities in 
the city, and that school athletic fields were not 
being made available. 


Apathy Workshop 

This group made two recommendations: 

a) That the Community Development Branch 
further plans for conferences of this kind in 
Ontario, and that an effective community 
program be developed by using community 
development workers at the grass roots level 
with the Government of Ontario providing 
financial, technical and human resources; 

b) That the conference recommend the creation 
of an Information Sudbury Centre. 


Housing and Tenants’ Workshop 


This group made the following recommendations: 

a) That Controller Jim Gordon, chairman of 
the Sudbury Landlord and Tenant Advisory 
Bureau, be directed to prepare a municipal 
bylaw which would establish rent control 
in Sudbury with the approval of the Provin- 
cial Legislature; 


b) That the Landlord and Tenant Advisory 
Bureau act as a housing registry, providing 
information necessary to plan housing pro- 
grams, and that it also move toward solving 
some of the housing problems; 


c) That the federal government, through CMHC, 
build immediately in the Sudbury area a 
suitable number of housing units, of the 
same type or similar to those built under 
the Wartime Housing Program, and that 
CMHC control the rental of those housing 
units; 

d) That section 16 of the National Housing 
Code be amended to set up a Citizens’ 
Housing Corporation which would allow 
tenants to be owners; 


e) That finances might be obtained for housing 
from teachers’ federations in Ontario, who 
have close to $800 million invested in 
Ontario projects; that money from Falcon- 
bridge and INCO’s pensions funds could 
also be sources for this sort of investment; 
and that the increased return at current rates 
of interest be used to improve the pensions 
of those already in retirement and reinvested 
in socially useful projects such as housing; 


f) That — because of the communication fail- 
ure at Queen’s Park between OHC, OWRC, 


the Department of Municipal Affairs and 
others — Gaston Demers undertake to re- 
quest the Prime Minister of Ontario to direct 
proper and immediate co-ordination between 
these agencies, so that the problems which 
are now so critical in the housing field might 
be solved. 


A committee on housing and tenants problems has 
been formed. Those interested should contact Joan 
Kuyek or Heidi Uhlig, 278 Wellington Heights, Apt. 
3 (673-8374). 


Youth Workshop 


This workshop was bilingual. A volunteer inter- 
preter assisted participants, since the simultaneous 
translation facilities were available only in the 
plenary sessions. The following resolution was made: 


“That the members of the youth workshop form 
a steering committee, composed of five members, 
to voice support for Information Sudbury at the 
meeting scheduled for June 17, 1971; and that 
this committee also work to initiate the formation 
of a separate organ of information — a Youth 
Information Sudbury.” 


Anyone interested in this committee should contact 
Walter Halchuk at 543 Tedman Street (674-6707). 


Communications Workshop 


The group discussed the Northern Affairs 
Branch, the problem of communications and infor- 
mation, and ethnic cultural problems. It proposed: 

a) That an independent and neutral Information 
Sudbury Centre be established; 

b) That action be taken by municipal, provin- 
cial and federal governments giving ethnic 
people basic rights to enjoy and make use of 
radio services on local stations and to provide 
a minimum of two hours weekly program- 
ming in their own language. 


Pollution Workshop 


This workshop had a disappointing turnout. Of 
the 10 participants, four were resource people. The 
following suggestions were made: 


a) That pollution fighters be called pro-conser- 
vation workers; 


b) That individuals do their share in pro-con- 
servation; 


c) That the Pollution Probe organization be 
regrouped and reactivated. 


Anyone interested can contact Chris Johnson at 705 
Danforth, Sudbury. 
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GENERAL DISCUSSION 


Resolution: 


That the assembly endorse the proposals from 
the housing and tenants’ workshop. Delegates 
suggested that Mayor Fabbro and all the 
politicians consider seriously that the assembly 
expects action on the proposals on Monday 
morning at nine o’clock. 

Carried unanimously. 


Question: 


Who is going to check that the mayor and the 
people in Toronto and Ottawa will carry out 
the above proposals? 


Answer: 


The Association of Ontario Mayors and Reeves 
has unanimously approved a similar type of 
resolution. 


Question: 


Could we ask for a vote in support of Informa- 
tion Sudbury? 
(Show of hands. None against, six abstentions.) 


Comment: 


The Community Development Branch should 
abandon this type of conference. The apathy 
workshop felt that the money spent in con- 
ferences could be put to better use, by 
subsidizing a grass roots movement in com- 
munity development. Instead of putting $20,000 


or $30,000 into a thing like this conference, 
programs could be developed more wisely at 
the grass roots level. 


Answer: 


Recently I proposed in the House that we 
really get down to community planning and 
assistance, and that there be officers in the 
various communities with funds provided so 
they can assist community groups such as 
motherless families. I also suggested that these 
groups actually get the funds necessary to do 
their work and that the province start putting 
community officers all over the province. 

At present there are four or five who sit around 
and do virtually nothing. If we are going to 
get into community development we have to 
use these community officers to assist groups 
working on a voluntary basis. ’m saying that 
the community development officers (and we 
checked it out before we spoke in the House) 
don’t get directly involved in assisting a specific 
group. We don’t feel they are doing anything 
in community development at all. 


Comment: 


This conference was not dropped on us; it is 
truly the work of a whole legion of citizens 
who worked very hard. The cost involved was 
not $20,000 but scarcely $6,000. I feel satisfied 
that the work and involvement gave us today’s 
conference. I wish to thank everyone who co- 
operated in making it a success, especially our 
chairman, Judge Goulard. 


CHAIRMAN’S CLOSING REMARKS 


“First, I would like to extend some very special 
thanks to all the people ’ve worked with in trying 
to establish this community conference. 

“It’s up to us—the people of Sudbury — to 
wake up. The Government of Ontario offered to 
pay all costs for a conference of 1,600 people. All 
we had to do was come here. Some 1,600 were 
invited; 250 are here — an indication, perhaps, of 
Sudbury’s major problem. 

“When I agreed to chair this conference, my 
only condition was that there would be follow-up 
and this was promised. This is now my promise to 
you — that there will be follow-up from this con- 
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ference. This is my unudertaking, especially to the 
apathy workshop where there was some serious 
thought as to whether today would accomplish any- 
thing. 


“If it doesn’t accomplish anything, then you 
won’t see me at another conference, because I’ve 
seen enough. I hope we will get something out of 
this one. 


“Therefore, we are asking you to go home and 
remember this conference. You will hear about 
future meetings of committees, and then it will be 
time to speak up and get to work.” 


FOLLOW-UP REPORT 


(translation) 

As of the first meeting held to establish the 
possibility of a community awareness conference in 
Sudbury, all participants made it clear that they 
were not interested in a conference that would be 
merely another analysis and reflection of the needs 
of the Sudbury community. 

If this conference were to take place, the parti- 
cipants agreed they would make it action-oriented, 
hence the concern not to make each workshop a 
study group but rather an action group. 

The remarks made by the chairman of the con- 
ference, Judge Guy Goulard, at the end of the 
session, corroborate these provisions. 

Eight workshops were set up within the con- 
ference. The report from each workshop enumerates 
a series of 25 suggestions or propositions, all of 
which are action-oriented. We can note in particular 
those concerning the setting up of the Information 
Sudbury Centre. We also point out the greatly 
documented propositions of the workshop on hous- 
ing. (translation ends) 


At the end of August, a poll was taken among the 
chairmen of the workshops. None reported any 
specific action stemming from the conference. How- 
ever, it was mentioned that the conference had 
encouraged the participants to continue their acti- 
vities and to become more involved in their areas 
of interest, e.g., housing, the Indian Club, Infor- 
mation Sudbury, etc. In other words, the conference 
no doubt contributed to the stimulation of activity 
already underway. For example, in the time between 
the conference (June 6) and this writing (November 
29), the following activity has taken place: 


Actions taken since Conference Workshops 


a) Indian Cultural Rights Workshops 

The Indian Cultural Centre received an 
Opportunities for Youth grant of $14,000 
for “social and cultural nourishment of 
Indian Youth’. For further information, 
contact Mrs. Stella Kinoshameg, Indian 
Affairs Branch, Federal Building, Sudbury, 
(566-5212). The grant served to implement 
the other recommendations listed under 
“Indian Cultural Workshops” listed on 
page 10. 


b) Sudbury Self-Help Association 
Since the conference, the group has actively 
pursued through various government depart- 
ments, their proposed prescription drug plan 
for welfare recipients. For further informa- 


Cc) 


d) 


€) 


a) 


b) 


c) 


tion, contact Doreen Boucher, Sudbury Self- 
Help Association (566-6886). 

Public Service Workshops 

Of all the recommendations put forth by this 
workshop, the issue of transportation has 
been a focal point of community attention. A 
plebiscite was held during the latter part of 
the summer to determine whether or not the 
existing privately owned transportation com- 
pany should be purchased by the City of 
Sudbury. The outcome was that the trans- 
portation company was purchased by the 
City of Sudbury. 

Housing and Tenants Workshop 

On the day of the conference, the Committee 
on Housing and Tenants Problems was 
formed. The contact persons are Joan Kuyek 
and Heidi Uhlig, 278 Wellington Heights, 
Apt. 3, Sudbury —telephone 673-8374. 
Since that time, the general committee has 
met monthly to discuss problems and con- 
cerns of tenants such as rent control, tenant- 
landlord relationships, recreation facilities 
organizational methods for and by tenants. 
Youth Workshop 

Since the conference, a youth committee has 
been formed and is in the process of imple- 
menting the recommendations of the confer- 
ence workshops. As part of the implementa- 
tion process, the youth committee assisted in 
the planning, organizing and directing of the 
Conference for Northern Youth which was 
held in August at Elliot Lake. 


Requests for Government Assistance 
from Community Groups 


Co-Operative Housing Association ot 
Sudbury, Contact: 
Mr. Paul Gagnon, 
Association Co-Operative d’habitation 
de Sudbury, 
266 Hemlock Street, Apt. 1, 
Sudbury, Ontario. 


New Sudbury Community Service Centre, 
Contact: 

Mr. James Chacko, 

c/o Laurentian University, 

School of Social Work, 

Sudbury, Ontario. 


Sudbury and Area Tenants Association, 
Contact: 

Mr. Gerard LaChance, 

Whitefish, Ontario. 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
BRANCH FOLLOW-UP 


a) The Community Development Branch is 
doing the final editing of the videotape films 
taken prior to the conference of problem 
areas, interviews, expressed concerns by 
various citizens, etc. The final copy will be 
available to citizens groups upon request 
from the School of Social Work Laurentian 
University, Sudbury, Ontario. 

The film taken of the conference by the Ontario 
Education Communications Authority has been 
shown on commercial television and ETV, and is 
available from the Community Development Branch. 


The Inter Agency Planning Council has also used 
it as a “point of departure” for past conference 
evaluation. 


c) As additional followup by the Community 
Development Branch, the final report will 
be distributed to all ministers of the pro- 
vincial government. To those ministers whose 
departments are concerned with the recom- 
mendations of the report, the Hon. John 
Yaremko would correspond directly with the 
department inviting their comments. 


Appendix A 


OPENING REMARKS 
THE HONOURABLE JOHN YAREMKO 


Provincial Secretary and Minister of 


Citizenship 


Ladies and Gentlemen: 


Let me say first how much I appreciate being 
here this morning to open this important conference, 
a conference that potentially could have far-reach- 
ing effects not only here in Sudbury but possibly 
throughout Ontario. For you are being asked to 
examine here the entire spectrum of our lifestyle, 
the way we live and the way we are governed. 


You come from all walks of life. That is what 
the conference planners wanted. You represent 
social help agencies, labour, industry and commerce. 
There are homemakers, students and other com- 
munity-minded citizens, and representatives of 
various levels of government — a cross-section of 
people fully representative of the community. There 
are present consultants and others who are knowl- 
edgeable in many areas. 


And I see that closed circuit television is being 
utilized to help ensure maximum communication 
among delegates at this forum. It is a space age 
conference — but in many ways it is very old. For 
it occurs to me that this is what our forefathers used 
to do. They called it a town meeting! Call it what 
you will — the use of such a forum remains forever 
new and timely. It is the involvement of people in 
a community discussion of local issues, the very 
principle on which our democratic system of govern- 
ment is based. 
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Your forum is actually the seventh such con- 
ference to be held in Ontario since my Department 
initiated the first one in Windsor in 1968. This was 
followed by similar conferences in Cornwall, Brock- 
ville, Ottawa, Hamilton and Thunder Bay. We are 
gathered here today because we all share the belief 
that a truly healthy and effective community is one 
in which all residents are assured an equal oppor- 
tunity to develop a sense of self-worth and dignity 
and where the quality of life is a vital concern. 


This conference is designed not merely to talk 
about the potentials, concerns and aspirations of 
the community. The aim is to ensure, as much as 
possible, that something will happen! You are here 
to identify the changing needs and situations that 
call for attention. 


But the success of this conference will only be 
determined by what happens after it is over, by your 
decision to act on the conclusions. This is a con- 
ference not merely designed for talk. People say 
they are tired of talk, tired of lip service. This is a 
conference which will, hopefully, stimulate action in 
the community. 


As you know, our Community Development 
Branch is one of a number of partners who have 
initiated this Sudbury forum, and our involvement 
in this only one of the ways in which we are at work 
in the community. The objective of the branch is to 


assist individuals and groups, such as the partici- 
pants at this conference, to work together; to define 
needs; to choose a course of action and set about 
solving problems. 

Our community devlopment program provides 
staff assistance; gives people information and advice 
on the organization and financing of citizen groups. 
And funds are available to assist groups and pro- 
grams in the initial stages of development. We call 
it “seed” money. And in many Ontario communities 
the Community Development Branch is working with 
local groups in the establishment of experimental 
community advice centres, places where people and 
groups get information regarding existing community 
resources and what services are available from all 
levels of government and private agencies. 

Government, you know, can do many things 
on its own; but there are many things which it can- 
not do. Government programs can be effective only 
in proportion to the degree to which people are 


involved. It is encouraging, therefore, to see your 
response to this conference, for me to be involved 
with you as a group of citizens who are concerned 
with the quality of life of all the people in this 
community, 


I offer my sincere wish that out of this con- 
ference there will develop a better life for the citizens 
of Sudbury and Ontario. I can assure you that I 
personally look forward with great interest to seeing 
the recommendations arising from this conference. 
And to indicate further, in a concrete way, our 
intention to follow up on this conference, my Depart- 
ment will also undertake to distribute to other 
provincial agencies for their consideration, your 
recommendations that fall in their particular areas 
of interest. 


I commend you for your participation in this 
conference and your active interest in your com- 
munity. 


Appendix B 


EVALUATION COMMENTS 
BY PARTICIPANTS 


e A follow-up conference should be held within six 
months to see if anything was accomplished and 
what can be done further. Costs should be kept 
to a minimum. 


e A most valuable contribution of the Sudbury 
Community Awareness Conference was the leader- 
ship training provided in planning the conference; 
other valuable aspects were the VIR experiment, 
workshops and plenary session experience. All 
these factors helped to examine some of the 
problems and frustrations faced by the community. 


@ The media did a poor job of reporting the three 
months of conference development and especially 
the conference itself. 


@ We need Information Sudbury, privately operated 
with government funding. 


@ The Community Development Branch of the 
Department of the Provincial Secretary and 
Citizenship should continue to ensure that there 
is no duplication of effort in organizing such 
forums as this one. 


® What other government in this world donates 
money to the community to help people organize? 


@ Northern Ontario has been short-changed in its 
share of taxation. We are treated like a hinterland, 
and we do not affect the decision-making; con- 
sequently, these conferences are futile. 


@ At least 50 minutes were needed for a group to 
have any significant interaction, to fulfill the 
purpose of a community conference. Participation 
in discussion, rather than just listening, should 
be more encouraged at these conferences. 


@ The Government should appoint a local com- 
munity development officer to work in depth with 
Sudbury people and with the governmental and 
non-governmental agencies to help remedy some 
of the identified situations and problems in the 
community. 


@ It was good that the Department of the Secretary 
of State provided simultaneous translation so the 
two official linguistic groups could express them- 
selves on community issues in their language of 
choice. 
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The awareness conference was a laudable idea; 
to invite the people to express themselves, to 
have a positive say in the solution of the problems 
which affect them in the first place. A meeting 
between government representatives and _ the 
people is a very good idea. It’s enlighttening for 
both. 


It would be better to help action groups at the 
grass roots level through social animation. Very 
sincere citizens fight for various causes, but they 


lack funds so perhaps their enthusiastic efforts 
will fail in spite of their good intentions. 


The next conference should be prepared further 
in advance to solicit a greater participation in 
number and representation, e.g., citizen groups 
by streets, areas or districts. This kind of approach 
might dispel prejudices against a conference of 
this type. Generally, though, the conference was 
pretty good! 
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